
Mr. Dean at the time of his death; despite the fact that it turned out to be a smaIl gage 
shotgun (20 gage), it in fact might have been a 30-06, a .223, a .308, or a different 
caliber capable of«penetrating the skin" ofthe Peace Keeper. Such a possibility even 
more so leads one to the amazement that the Peace Keeper would have been placed so 
close to the house, when all ofthe commanding officers and Sgt . Weaver (not serving in 
a command leadership role), indicate a foreknowledge of the ballistic weakness of such 
vehicle. Should Mr. Dean have been in the position to fire a round capable ofpenetrating 
the skin ofthe Peace Keeper, and should have such a round been fired, killing an officer 
on the interior of said vehicle, it would be difficult to imagine what words the . 
Commander ofthe Maryland State Police, or the Governor, would have offered to the 
wife, children, mother and father ofthe young Trooper who would have been killed due 
to the poor choice of tactics by the commanders of the EST unit. As it stands now, Mr. 
Dean is dead, and the only words offered by the Commander of the State Police is his 
"spin " presented to the press that Mr. Dean could have ended this matter differently. It is 
the considered opinion of this office that if the Maryland State Police, did not engage in 
such aggressive tactics, this matter may have ended differently. 

It is the sincere recommendation of this office that the Governor of the State of 
Maryland, with the support, and at the insistence of our local legislative delegation, set up 
a committee to review the tactics used in any Emergency Response Team shooting by the 
Maryland State Police. 

This office is not unaware of the mounting criticism throughout our nation over the use 
ofparamilitary units employing overly aggressive tactics against our civilian population. 
As State's Attorney, I can think of no greater threat to the good relations existing in our 
community as it relates to police/citizen relations than to witness the unbridled use of 
overly aggressive tactics by a faceless and shadowy paramilitary police unit that arrives 
from some distant part of our state and then kills a decorated veteran from our 
community. The fact that such a killing may well be justifiable under the law, does not 
take away from the communities sense of loss , nor do the facts of such a case add to the 
well being of the community. 
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